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Contact any of the members of the SJF Pastoral Council with
your ideas, concerns and comments. In addition, any correspon-
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

As disciples of Jesus, our identity is centered in the
Eucharist, drawing us together in intimate union as a Parish
community.

Recognizing that Church is People of God, we are all
responsible for working in collaboration for the good of the
Parish and the building up of the kingdom of God.

We acknowledge that God has gifted each person with
unique talents and skills. In loving gratitude we accept those
gifts, cultivate them and share them in the service of God.

In the spirit of evangelization that embraces and unifies all
ministries we aspire to proclaim the Gospel through our words
and deeds.

PUTTING THE PLAN INTO ACTION

This Plan is intended to be a “living document” which
will be revised annually, as the needs of our community
change. Active participation of each parishioner is funda-
mental to making this happen. Now that you have read
through the Pastoral Plan ask yourself how you, personally,
can contribute to an environment that would make you and
your fellow parishioners feel united and more connected to
your Parish.

What actions do you feel you can contribute to?

What is your commitment toward fulfilling this?



Many areas of community outreach are being currently
served by St. John Fisher parishioners, who tend not to call atten-
tion to them.

As we strive to answer our collective call to be good stew-
ards of all that is entrusted to us by God, we need to encourage a
better understanding of how these blessings contribute.

Meeting the needs of people within and beyond our Parish in
so many ways calls for the responsible use of our abundant re-
sources and blessings at St. John Fisher. Indeed, the Pastoral Plan
itself is a vital recourse for the parish and must be continually de-
veloped, implemented and monitored.

Inspired by the Holy Spirit we express gratitude for our
many gifts and faithfully share them in the service to God.
We reach out to serve those in need within and beyond
the Parish.

1 We affirm Christodés calll to share

support those exercising their call.

1 We make online resources for those in need available and accessi-
ble on the parish website.

1 We offer Social Justice programs and opportunities to all age

groups in our parish and the community.

Actions 2011-2012
9 Increase participation in gifts discernment process at SJF

9 Create and form a young adult group to serve as youth ministers

9 Develop a comprehensive social outreach plan for school-aged
youth, which includes outreach to those in need.

9 Support the Social Justice Committee as they guide the parish to a
greater understanding of Catholic Social Teaching.
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St. John Fisher Parish

Our Mission
We are a warm and welcoming Catholic Christian
community in which all are invited to belong and
participate fully. We unite in worship and prayer
centered in the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. We
grow in our faith based on Scripture and Catholic
Tradition. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we express
gratitude for our many gifts, and faithfully share them in
the service of God.

Vision, Direction and Structure

AFor | know well the plans
plans for your welfare, not for woe! Plans to give you a future full
of hope. When you call me, when you go to pray to me, I will
listen to you. When you look for me, you will find me. Yes, when
you seek me with all your heart, you will find me with you, says
the Lordeo Jdremiah 29:12

The Pastoral Plan of St. John Fisher is the result of a parish-wide
survey conducted in 1999. Over the past twelve years it has been
revised and further developed by the Pastoral Council. The
Pastoral Plan is intended to fulfill the Mission of our parish of St.
John Fisher.

The objectives expressed in our Mission Statement are

Community, Worship, Word, and
evangelizationo of the Church.

includes the goals by which we hope to achieve these objectives.
Each year your Pastor, Pastoral Council, and Pastoral staff
determine actions intended to carry out these goals and monitor
their progress.

Although this guiding document has been based on the needs of
St. John Fisher as a whole Parish community, it strives to
encourage each parishioner to achieve a more personal encounter
with Christ, Sacred Scripture, other parishioners, and those in
need.



Community

ASo then, you are no | onger
you are fellow citizens with the holy ones and members of the
household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone. Through
Him, the whole structure is held together and grows into a temple
sacred in the Lord; in him you also are being built together into a

dwel l ing place of God 122 t he

The greater our sense of common purpose, the greater our
sense of belonging, and with i
ence upon which we continue to want to build. A commitment to
understanding ourselves better as a Parish community will cause
us to I mprove the ficonnectedne
and pastoral activity already alive at SJF Parish. That connected-
ness i s necessary to me et
and support parishioners?o
strengthening the SJF Parish community.

t he
desi

We are a warm and welcoming Catholic Christian Community
in which all are invited to belong and participate fully.
embr a«

1 We are a parish that

ple from all walks of life.

fully

1 We foster an atmosphere where parishioners intentionally ask
and personally invite one another to take a more active role in
parish life.

1 We promote participation in all youth programs and continually
strive to improve retention of post-confirmation youths as active
and engaged members of the community.

1 We embrace cross-cultural and Inter-denominational activities
and evangelical events that position SJF in a visible, positive,
and unifying light across the region.

Service

AThere are different Kkinds
spirit; there are different forms of service but the same Lord,;
there are different workings but the same God who produces all
of them in everyone. To each individual the manifestation of the

Spirit is given for soimhe be

AFat her, they are

your (gi
AnMoreover, God is
you, so that in all things, always having all you need, you may
have an abundance for every

AAnd the king will say to t
whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did
for me. 060 Matthew 25

The ideal formation process for youth will foster a continual
seamless progression to validate that they indeed belong as val-
ued members of the St. John Fisher community (true for any con-
stituent of any age.) Every concerted effort should be made by all
involved with youth and parents to optimize the effectiveness of
programs and resources, and minimize opportunities for families
to Adrift awayo at various st

The significant reference to needy and homebound parishion-
ers warrants a better understanding of the needs of seniors so that
appropriate resources can be made available. Efforts will be un-
dertaken to this end.

Part of living as a Catholic includes responsible citizenship.
Parishioners will benefit from a greater understanding of Catholic
social teaching to support their thoughtful decision-making in
personal business, and civic life.
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to truly value their individual responsibility for making their faith
journeys as fulfilling as possible.

We grow in faith based on the Word of Scripture and Catholic
tradition

1 We foster participation in small faith communities, scripture study,
and formation opportunities.

! AWe strive to filive the Gospel 0o ea
1 We encourage all age groups to participate in activities that

strengthen oneds personal relation
deeper understanding of oneébés call

ACTIONS 2011-2012

i Offer and facilitate participation by adults in faith formation opportu-
nities while their children or teens are participating in parallel forma-
tion activities.

i Offer Q&A sessions with priests and pastoral staff a minimum of 3
times per year.

I Continue to update the parish website as an evangelization tool that
delivers up-to-date and accurate information regarding faith forma-
tion and parish life.

9 Increase participation by youth in formation and social activities.

i Increase engagement of young adults, especially college students,
in formation and social activities.

1 We continually build and strengthen relationships amongst par-
ish and school families through adult and youth formation, min-
istry, fellowship, social gatherings, and field trip activities.

ACTIONS 2011-2012

9 Increase engagement of all SJF parishioners including school
families in Parish Life.

9 Incorporate a community-building dimension in everything we
do such as, serving refreshments and providing childcare when
appropriate.

9 Introduce parishioner support groups where needed, such as
groups for married couples and others going through transi-
tions.

9 Provide support and opportunities to foster community amongst
our post-confirmation youth.

I Reach out to those who have left the Parish.

Worship

ARejoice in the Lord al ways.
Your kindness should be known to all. The Lord is near. Have no
anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then the peace
of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts
and minds in Chris{/ Jesus.

AThe cup of Dblessing that w
in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a par-
ticipation in the body of Christ? Because the loaf of bread is one,
we, though many, are one body, for we all partake of the one
| oaf . O 1 Cdrinthians 1



Priests, liturgists and Parishioners alike must all share re-
sponsibility for making Sunday Mass as fulfilling as possible. Ul-
timately the aim is to increase Mass attendance consistently and
genuinely.

Because of the importance of the Sacraments in Catholic tra-
dition, especially in Iight of
knowledge of what it means to be a Catholic the Plan will con-
tinue to encourage greater strength toward this end.

A greater appreciation of prayer, besides being of stated im-
portance to a significant number, is a vital complement to the
concentration on Sunday Mass.
home messaged and the yearning
underscore the role of prayer toward personal spiritual fulfillment
on a daily basis.

We unite in worship and prayer centered in the body and
blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 We foster active, conscious and full participation in Sunday Mass.

1 We enrich our faith through understanding and celebrating the Sac-
raments.

1 We continually renew our devotion to God through individual and
communal prayer.

ACTIONS 2011-2012
9 Continue to recruit, form, and clarify role of ushers in liturgy.

' Recruit more parishioners, particularly of school and RE parents,
for the weekly Liturgy Planning Team .

9 Prepare for the new translation of the Roman Missal.

9 Provide monthly child-focused Masses and publicize these Masses
in advance.

Word

Aln the beginning was the W
God, and the Word was GodéAnd
made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as
of the Fatherds only Son, ful

AWhat was from the beginning
have seen with our eyes, what we looked upon and touched with
our hands concerns the Word of litefeor the life was made visi-
ble; we have seen it and testify to it and proclaim to you the eter-

nal life that was with the Father and was made visible & us

what we have seen and heard we proclaim now to you, so that

you too may have fellowship with us; for our fellowship is with
the Father and with hi®8 Son,

ABut you, beloved, build yo
faith; pray in the holy Spirit. Keep yourselves in the love of God
and wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eter-

nal | i fe210 Jude 20

Beyond simply enhancing knowledge, Catholic learning
takes place in educational settings as well as community, worship
and service experiences. Some significant portion of the Parish-
i onersd6 desire for greater und
consciously articulating our A
many fiteachable momentso where
participating. This goes beyond Mass and the classroom. The de-
sire of parishioners to be more enriched has been expressed in so
many different ways that all aspects of Parish life must reinforce
one another.

It is clear from consistency of responses over the broad age
range of respondents in our original survey (three generations,
seven decades,) that faith formation and growth is a life-long ex-
perience. This reality emphasizes the need not only for compre-
hensive programs offered through the Parish, but for Parishioners
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